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History



Statement of intent

• At Moor Green Primary Academy, our History curriculum is designed to 
engage, support and challenge all pupils from a diverse range of social and cultural 
backgrounds, providing ambition at all levels. Throughout their time at school, pupils’ 
curiosity in learning about history will be cultivated by all members of the teaching 
team, implementing a curriculum that is broad, relevant and stimulating.

• The curriculum allows children to gain a coherent understanding of Britain’s past and how it 
links to the history of the wider world. Teaching at Moor Green Primary Academy aims to 
equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence and sift arguments.

• In Early Years, children are taught personal history, chronology and how to compare past and 
present through a language-rich curriculum and an enabling environment.

• In Key Stage One, pupils will be introduced to concepts such as investigating and interpreting 
the past, by observing and handling evidence and asking questions to inspire and 
nurture their curiosity. They will begin to understand chronology by ordering events and 
learning the essential vocabulary needed in order to express their understanding.

• In Key Stage Two, the concepts learnt are further developed with increasing accuracy and 
complexity. When investigating the past, children will be taught how to scrutinise a range of 
sources and reason their reliability. Over time, children will have an in-depth understanding of 
chronology and will know how significant periods in history have impacted on each 
other. Building an overview of world history is embodied, as the children use the 
skills acquired as a bridge to new understanding.

• Children will leave Moor Green Primary Academy as confident historians. They will have an 
exceptional level of understanding in what it means to analyse and interpret. After being 
introduced to influential experiences, children will have the ability to harness cultural capital 
which will motivate them to live their lives to the full.



Aims of the 

history 

Curriculum

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:

• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 
chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how 
people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and 
been influenced by the wider world

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: 
the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; 
characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and 
follies of mankind

• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such 
as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 
connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid 
questions and create their own structured accounts, including written 
narratives and analyses

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 
rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different 
contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national 
and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, 
religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 



Curriculum design

Term Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

A
u
tu

m
n

Ourselves

Heroes 

Florence 

Nightingale and 

Mary Seacole

Amazing Africa

Nelson Mandela

The Stone Age The Greeks Space 

The Space Race 

and the 

development of 

space technology

WW2

S
p
ri

n
g

Let’s Explore

Scott of the 

Antarctic and 

Christopher 

Columbus

Let’s Fly

Amelia Earhart

The Egyptians The Romans The Tudors Natural Disasters

S
u
m

m
e
r 

Travel and 

Transport

George Stevenson

Who’s Calling?

Alexander Graham 

Bell

The Mayans The Vikings and 

Anglo-Saxons

The Victorians Reforming Britain



Curriculum design

The units are sequenced so that pupils gain the historical 
knowledge they need in a meaningful way. They will be shown:

• how accounts of the past arise and are constructed

• how evidence for a claim can be constituted and the 
conditions under which valid claims can be made

• how historians and others construct accounts about the past, 
building on and challenging or refining the work of others. 

• how argument and debate can be underpinned by shared 
principles of enquiry, and how this can drive and test new 
knowledge and insight about shared pasts.


