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Rationales  

 

EYFS 

In EYFS pupils learn through play. Teachers carefully plan an environment indoors and out, which covers all aspects of the curriculum. This is our 
'continuous provision'. During the day, pupils come together for teacher led sessions in maths, phonics, story and singing. Each week a group of pupils are 
chosen as focus children and their personal interests take the lead and adults support them to move their play and learning on by looking for 'teachable 
moments', whilst supporting other pupils to either join in with the focus child or work on their own projects.   
 
Adults record significant observations on Tapestry and use this to analyse gaps and plan for next steps. They may bring in additional resources to extend a 
project and this is our 'enhanced provision.' Parents contribute to their child's Tapestry journal.   
 
In history, teachers enrich pupil's understanding of changes over time to places and people and about the lives of familiar and unfamiliar people using 
carefully chosen fiction and non-fiction texts. Pupils have objects from different periods in history, resources related to babies and families and a class 
calendar as a part of the continuous provision offer and are explicitly taught age-related vocabulary through combination of adult led and play based 
sessions. The calendar is used regularly to help support pupils' understanding of past, present, and future and pupil and staff birthdays and school holidays 
are marked. Regular visits to the animals are planned and pupils plant seeds and bulbs to observe changes over time. Pupils share family photos at the start 
of the year. Activities are taken to greater depth when a focus child takes a particular interest in one of the areas. Parental contributions to Tapestry are 
valued and often share information about family members and cultural events. The children's photos are shared and discussed or used as a spark for 
writing.  
 
Children can achieve the history aspect of the UW early learning goal using our resources specifically planned for in the role play, writing areas and 
outdoors areas. Additional aspects such as forest school, cultural capital music playlists, story time and singing also extend their knowledge and contribute 
to their history education.  
 

 

 

 



Enriching Lives: Unlocking Potential 

High Expectations. Integrity. Nurturing. Always Learning. Working Together. Taking Responsibility – No Excuses 

 
 

Year 1 

Autumn 1 – ‘Ourselves’ 

In Year 1, the children will learn to develop an awareness of the past, using key historical words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They will begin 

to explore where the people they study fit within a chronological framework and begin to identify similarities and differences between ways of life in recent 

history.  

This unit continues directly from EYFS where the children will have learned how to recognise change when observing animals and plants over time. This unit 

has been deliberately placed alongside science where they will learn about parts of their body and geography where they will learn about their local area. 

Following this unit, the children will continue sequence events within the ‘Amazing Africa’ topic in year 2 and relate them to their own experiences by placing 

on a timeline. The knowledge gained within year 1 will be further developed when placed within context across a wider timeline in Key Stage 2. 

This unit includes an introduction to the concept of community, society and features of time periods.  

Autumn 2 – ‘Heroes’ 

In Year 1, the children will learn about significant people in history and will be able to make simple comparisons between how life was lived outside their 

lifetime and modern day. Through this unit they will be able to recall some simple details about significant people and use this to help them to ask and answer 

questions.  

This unit is deliberately placed alongside the mathematics objectives for the year where they will be sorting dates with less focus on number and with a 

stronger focus on ‘a long time ago’ and ‘closer to now’. 

This content leads into the ‘Travel and Transport’ unit in Summer 1, in which they continue to learn about key figures in history. Pupils will continue to acquire 

the historical context surrounding each figure which will subsequently be studied more fully in Key Stage 2.  

This unit will include the concepts of achievement and leadership.  

Spring – ‘Let’s Explore’ 

In Spring, the children will continue to explore key figures in history while investigating some of the significant explorers. They will use sources and ask 

questions in order to relate Scott of the Antarctic and Christopher Columbus to Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole from their previous unit in Autumn 2.  
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This unit has been deliberately placed alongside the geography unit, where they will be identifying hot and cold locations in the world and the characteristics 

of those places. Links can also be made to the art unit, where they will be creating their own igloos out of clay.  

This unit continues the journey of understanding of building up an overview of world history through key figures, which will be expanded on in the following 

Key Stage units.  

This unit will continue to develop the concepts of achievement and leadership. 

 Summer – ‘Travel and Transport’ 

In Summer, the children will be learning about invention throughout history with a focus on the inventor George Stevenson. They will sequence major events 

in his lifetime and will make simple comparisons between past and present by making comparisons between trains now and in the past. Prior to this unit, the 

children will have studied other significant figures and so this unit will help them relate chronology of key people studied in simple ways.  

This unit has a direct link to the science and art units, where the children will be using their knowledge of properties of materials to select materials for vehicle 

construction, inspire by the past.  

Following this unit, the children will be expanding their knowledge comparing key aspects of life in different periods, as they start the ‘Amazing Africa’ unit in 

Year 2. They will use the concepts learned during this unit and prior units to sequence events on a timeline.  

This unit will continue to further develop the concepts of achievement and leadership and introduces the concept of diversity, inclusion and impact. 

  

Year 2 

  

Autumn – Amazing Africa    

In Year 2, the children will be researching the life of Nelson Mandela and the impact that his leadership had on South Africa. This unit focusses in on sequencing 

events during his lifetime, comparing his life before and after apartheid and what life was like in South Africa.  
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This unit has deliberately been placed alongside the geography unit, where they will be comparing parts of the United Kingdom with parts of Africa. Pupils 

will acquire the knowledge of the social and physical geographies of the continent.   

This unit directly follows on from the units in Year 1, as they continue to introduce historical periods using significant people. Following this, the children will 

continue to explore Africa and other continents in the next unit, ‘Let’s Fly’.  

This unit will continue to further develop the concepts of achievement and leadership. 

Spring – ‘Let’s Fly’ 

In Spring, the children will be researching the life and achievements of Amelia Earhart and Bessie Coleman and the impact of the inventions that they created. 

This unit focusses on sequencing the events during their lifetime and to compare the dates with key figures previously studied.  

This unit draws on the knowledge gained through the units in Year 1, as children will group key figures by century in order to build a coherent picture of world 

history. This unit has been placed alongside geography, where they will be locating and plotting places within continents on a world map.  

Following this unit, the children will continue to develop their understanding of the impact of inventions and their inventors, in the unit ‘Who’s Calling’.  

This unit will continue to further develop the concepts of achievement, leadership, and impact. 

 Summer – ‘Who’s Calling?’ 

In Summer, the children will be investigating the life and inventions of two significant people: Alexander Grahame Bell and John Logie Baird. They will sequence 

inventions on a timeline and research the lifetimes of both inventors. The children will compare and contrast the inventors, before discussing which inventions 

have had a greater impact on modern day life. 

This unit has been placed deliberately alongside the geography unit, where the children will make links between prior knowledge of location with the 

birthplace of Alexander Grahame Bell. This unit also links to the art unit, where the children will be molding a telephone out of clay. 

Following this unit, the children will continue to build an overview of world history, as they study their next topic ‘The Savage Stone Age’ in Year 3. 

This unit will continue to further develop the concepts of achievement, leadership and impact. 
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Year 3 

Autumn – The Savage Stone Age 

In Year 3, the children will be learning about the key events and inventions that took place during the Stone Age. They will use a timeline to map out the 

inventions and use this and the terms AD and BC to link dates today and in the Stone Age.  

The core knowledge that the children will get from this unit will complement the knowledge that they will gain in their geography unit, where they will 

understand geographical similarities and differences between a region of the UK and a region of Europe. This unit is also placed alongside the art unit, where 

they will be experimenting with texture by creating their own Stone Age scene.  

This unit follows on from the learning in Year 2 where they learned about key inventors making change through their inventions. Following this unit, the 

children will continue to learn about inventions when they learn about inventions during the Victorian era.  

Spring – The Awful Egyptians 

In Spring, the children will be learning about the Ancient Egyptian civilisation and will understand the life of an Ancient Egyptian alongside leaning about 

weapons and their purposes and significant pharaohs from the era. The children will use artefacts and multiple sources to develop their understanding of the 

era. 

This unit follows on directly from the previous unit studied as the children will use AD and BC to compare the Egyptians alongside previously studied units on 

a timeline. Prior to this unit, the children learned about African countries and the placement of the equator in geography, which links directly to  learning 

about the placement of Egypt and the surrounding seas. The core knowledge that the children will gain will be applied in the DT and art units, which draw 

inspiration from the history unit. 

Following this unit, the children will continue to develop their understanding of world history as they learn about the Ancient Mayan civilization. They will 

use the key concepts developed in this unit to compare and contrast the eras.  

 Summer – The Mayans 

In Summer, the children will be learning about the Ancient Mayan civilisation and will understand about the life of an Ancient Mayan as well as the food they 

ate and the sports and games they played. They will use a timeline to map out the key events and use this and the terms AD and BC to compare the Mayans 

to units previously studied. The children will use artefacts and multiple sources to develop their understanding of the era. 
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This unit builds on the knowledge gained through the units of the Stone Age and the Ancient Mayans to continue to build an overview of world history. The 

children will compare topics to those already studied and the present day and make comparisons about how advanced the civilisation was. Pupils will study 

the gids they believed in and worshipped, which links to the RE units previously studied.  

Prior to this unit, the pupils will have studied the continents and surrounding oceans and will consolidate their understanding of the continents by placing the 

Mayan civilisation in context. Following this unit, the pupils will continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge when they study the Ancient Greeks.  

 

Year 4 

Autumn – Greeks 

In Year 4, the pupils will learn about the Ancient Greek civilisation and will begin to develop an understanding of democracy and the impact on modern Britain. 

They will research significant individuals of the period as well as life as an Athenian. This unit builds on the previously gained knowledge as the children will 

use a timeline to compare the Greeks using the terms AD and BC.  

This unit is deliberately placed alongside the geography unit, where the pupils will continue to develop their knowledge by comparing and contrasting human 

and physical geographical features of the UK and Greece. Prior to this unit, the pupils would have used artefacts to understand the impact on modern day. 

The knowledge the pupils gain from this unit will complement the art topic, where the children will be researching and making their own clay pots.  

Following this unit, the children will continue to build an overview of world history, as they study their next unit of the Romans.  

Spring – Romans 

In Spring, the pupils will learn about the Romans and will begin to develop their understanding of empire and the impact on modern day Britain. They will 

research significant individuals of the period as well as life of a Roman. This unit builds on the previously gained knowledge as the children will use a timeline 

to compare the Romans using the terms AD and BC. The pupils will begin to notice connections and trends between different civilisations studied in terms of 

power and influence. 

This unit continues their journey of understanding of an overview of world history by using primary and secondary sources to develop their knowledge of the 

empire. This unit has been deliberately placed alongside the geography unit, where the children will be focusing in on the spread of the Roman empire by 

using a range of different maps.  
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This leads directly into the following unit, where the children will continue to build a clear narrative of British and world history as they study the Middle-

Ages.  

Summer – The Middle Ages   

In Summer, the pupils will learn about the Middle Ages through learning about life in the past and life of significant individuals, including beliefs and attitudes 

and the impact on modern day Britain. This unit builds on the previously gained knowledge as the children will use a timeline to compare the Middle Ages 

using the terms AD and BC. The pupils will begin to notice connections and trends between different civilisations studied in terms of power and influence. 

This unit continues their journey of understanding of an overview of world history by using primary and secondary sources to develop their knowledge of the 

empire. This unit has been deliberately placed alongside the geography unit, where the children will be focusing in on discussing the reasons for settlements 

in the Anglo-Saxon period. 

This leads directly into the following unit, where the children will continue to build a clear narrative of British and world history as they move into upper Key 

Stage 2. 

Year 5 

Autumn – The Space Race 

In Autumn, the pupils will learn about the history of the space race to the moon between the USA and the USSR. They will learn about the development of 

space technology and research key events and place them on a timeline along with ancient developments in space with reference to eras previously studied. 

This unit builds on the previously gained knowledge as pupils will be able to place ancient beliefs in context of civilisations studied in previous years. 

Throughout this unit, the pupils will construct informed responses which involve thoughtful selection when debating the validity of the moon landing.  

This unit has been deliberately placed alongside the science unit, where the pupils will learn about Earth and space and the movement of the planets. 

Alongside this, the pupils will be able to describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system. In geography, the 

pupils will continue to learn about different climate zones and will draw on the knowledge gained in their history unit, with a focus on Russia and North and 

South America.  

Following this unit, the pupils will continue to build a clear narrative of British and world history. 

Spring – The Tudors 
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In Spring, the pupils will learn about the Tudor era through learning about life in the past and life of significant individuals, including beliefs and attitudes and 

the impact on modern day Britain. This unit builds on the previously gained knowledge as the children will use a timeline to compare the Tudors using the 

terms AD and BC. The pupils will begin to notice connections and trends between different civilisations studied in terms of power and influence. This unit will 

draw on knowledge previously gained in the Middle Ages unit, where the pupils learned about the significance and impact of religion and monasteries on 

Britain. 

In this unit, the pupils will begin to understand societal and cultural diversity and the impact of significant events on change over time when learning about 

the reformations. Throughout this unit, the pupils will understand links and the reasons for links between different periods, places, and people.  

 This unit has been deliberately placed alongside the geography unit, where the children will investigate the feudal system used in the Middle Ages, patronage 

in the Tudor times and how human societies are usually formed. This unit builds on the knowledge previously gained when studying different ways that 

society is structured in previous units.  

 Summer – The Victorians 

In Summer, the pupils will learn about the Victorian era through learning about life in the past and life of significant individuals, including beliefs and attitudes 

and the impact on modern day Britain. This unit builds on the previously gained knowledge as the children will use a timeline to compare the Victorians using 

the terms AD and BC. The pupils will begin to notice connections and trends between different civilisations studied in terms of power and influence. This unit 

will draw on knowledge previously gained in the Tudor unit, where the pupils learned about the significance and impact of the monarchy on society. 

Throughout this unit, the pupils will investigate inventions of the time period and place them on a timeline of the Victorian era. This knowledge builds on the 

learning gained in Key Stage 1, when the pupils studied key figures and their inventions. 

This unit has been deliberately placed alongside the geography unit, where the children will investigate the industrial revolution and its impact on modern 

day Britain. This unit builds on the knowledge previously gained when studying different ways that society is structured in previous units.  

Following this unit, the pupils will continue to build a clear narrative of British and world history. 

 

Year 6 

Autumn – World War Two 
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In Autumn, the pupils will develop an understanding of events in World War Two in a variety of ways. They will present ideas in detail as part of a project 

to research significant events during WW2 alongside analysing the speeches of Churchill and Hitler. This unit builds on the previously gained knowledge as 

pupils will be able to use the knowledge gained in their geography and history units to give context to a world-wide event. Throughout this unit, the pupils 

will construct informed responses which involve thoughtful selection when learning about the events that led to the holocaust.  

 This unit has been deliberately placed alongside the geography unit, where the pupils will learn about the different areas of Britain that were affected during 

the bombings throughout World War Two. Alongside this, the children will be completing a piece of art that symbolises a silhouette of a London scene during 

the bombings.  

Following this unit, the pupils will continue to build a clear narrative of British and world history.  

 Spring – Natural Disasters 

In Spring, the pupils will learn about natural disasters throughout history, which will help to continue to develop connections and trends over time and across 

different regions. They will explain their understanding of natural disasters in a variety of ways, as well as placing natural disasters on timelines, making 

references to periods already studied.   

This unit has been deliberately placed alongside the geography unit, where the pupils will learn about key aspects of physical geography, including plate 

tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, and tsunamis. The pupils will Investigate Boxing Day tsunami and earthquake including how it started and the tectonic 

shift that accompanied it.  Prior to this unit, the pupils will have studied the natural disaster in Pompeii and so will have the prior knowledge to build upon.  

Following this unit, the pupils will continue to build a clear narrative of British and world history.  

Summer - Reforming Britain 

In Spring, the pupils will explain their understanding of the periods studied throughout their prior learning in a variety of ways and in detail. The pupils will 

use timelines to contextualize events studied, making links to the Victorians and WW2 in terms of societal change and culture.  They will research 

the Windrush movement and the modern refugee crisis in detail using a range of sources. Evaluate the effects of both on modern Britain.  This will 

link into current events, so the pupils will be able to make links from the past to the present.   

This unit has been deliberately placed alongside the geography unit where the children will investigate climate change and research activists. The pupils will 

be able to make links between activism throughout history and understand the impact that this has on modern day.  
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History Progression 

 

Year 
Group 

Topic Learning objectives  KPIs 

Knowledge 
What will I know? 

Method / Activities 
italics key vocabulary   

Prior Knowledge 
Links 

EYFS  ELG Understanding the World 
 
People, Culture and Communities 
 

• Children know about similarities and 
differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things.  

• They talk about features of their own 
immediate environment and how 
environments might vary from one another.  

• They make observations of animals and 
plants and explain why some things occur 
and talk about changes. 

 
Past and Present 

• Children will talk about the lives of the 
people around them and their roles in 
society. 

• Children will know some similarities and 
differences between the past and now. 

• Read stories from a range of cultures and periods of 
time. 

• Bring in photographs of their family and talk about 
their relationships 

• Talk about events, recent and more distant past 

• Roleplay families and caring for babies 

• Read non-fiction texts  

• Share interests 

• Talk about changes in their own life as they have 
developed from babies – toddler – child, and how 
they will develop further into adulthood 

• Observe how plants grow and change over time 

• Visit the farm and Forest School areas and observe 
changes over time (plants and animals) 

• Visitors – elderly, occupations 

• Investigate toys from the past and compare them to 
modern toys 

• Careers – roleplay different jobs and their role in 
society 

• Life cycle of a chicken – observe at farm or chicks in 
an incubator 

• Time with family 

• Understanding of 
family 
relationships 

• Observe and talk 
about changes 
over time 

• Discussion with 
older relatives 
who have shared 
changes since 
their childhood 
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• They will use non-fiction books linked to 
interests related to the past. 

 
 

 

Year 1 Autumn 1  
Ourselves 
 

L.O. communicate 
historically  
 

Understands the concept of a 
date and demonstrates 
understanding in a range of 
ways. 
 

• To be able to communicate about myself 

• To be able to use historic phrases like ‘a long time 
ago’ 

• Orally explain family members and how they are 
related to each other. 

• Can sequence stories over their lifetime or sequence 
events from the term or last few months. 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about oneself, others and the 
surrounding world, appreciate diverse viewpoints, diversity, 
culture, society 

Big Question: How has life changed since I was a baby? 

What makes a family? 

Substantive Concepts: relatives, families, difference, age, 
similar, past, present, sequence, order, time 

Substantive knowledge:  To be able to distinguish between 
past and present.  

To be able to order events chronologically. 
To understand chronology within a family context. 

EYFS: 
Understanding the 
World: The World 
ELG: Children know 
about similarities and 
differences in relation 
to places, objects, 
materials and living 
things. They talk about 
features of their own 
immediate 
environment and how 
environments might 
vary from one another. 
They make 
observations of 
animals and plants and 
explain why some 
things occur and talk 
about changes. 
ELG: Past and Present 

Children will talk about 

the lives of the people 
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LO: To understand 
chronology 
 
 
 

Can sequence simple events, 
stories and memories from the 
past or present. 
 

• Order photos or pictures of themselves from oldest 
to most recent. 
generation, grandparents’ time, timeline, the older, 
date order, year, decade, century, long ago, living 
memory, remembers, memories 
 

• Sequence their life on a timeline with date of birth 
(and current date as an extension) 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about oneself, others and the 
surrounding world, appreciate diverse viewpoints, 
community, celebrating difference, awareness of different 
family types 

Big Question: What changes in my life over time? 

Substantive Concepts: relatives, families, difference, age, 
similar, past, present, sequence, order, time 

Substantive knowledge: To understand chronology within a 
few generations. 

To be able to understand key events in their life to date. 
 

around them and their 

roles in society. 

Children will know 

some similarities and 

differences between 

the past and now. 

They will use non-
fiction books linked to 
interests related to the 
past. 
 

Autumn 2  
Heroes 
 
 
 
 

L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 

Understands simple comparisons 
between past and present and 
that historical events and 
individuals can be important. 

 

• Curriculum Companion pp 46 & 47 Investigate Florence 
Nightingale and sequence her life story 

• Begin to understand why Florence Nightingale was 
important, what changes she helped to bring about 

• Investigate Mary Seacole and sequence the main life 
events (with a few of the key dates as an extension)  

History (Yr Aut1) – 
Previously sequenced 
events in child’s life. 
This extends to dates 
outside their life 
period. Sequenced 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 

Can recount some simple details 
from sources and uses them to 
ask and answer questions. 

 
Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied. 

• Investigate Mary Seacole and know that she was 
important in creating change 

• Compare and contrast modern nursing to nursing during 
the Crimean War. 

 

• Use tables to sort information between the past and the 
present. 

• Sort and match pictures between the past and the present 

• inventions, artefact, similar, different, mechanical, 
because, simple, modern, important, opinion 
What…? When…? Where…? 
 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, equality, leadership, inspirational 
people, investigate moral and ethical issues,  

Big Question: What was the impact of this historical event 
on life in Britain? How can we compare nursing now and 
then? 

Substantive Concepts: army, conflict, country, enemy, 
military, peace, war, changes 

 

simple events within 
their own life. 
 
Maths (Y1) – 
Children can count to 
100. Sort dates 
without focus on 
numbers by ordering 
and using ‘a very 
long time ago’, 
‘closer to now 
than…’ 
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Spring Let’s 
Explore 

L.O. communicate 
historically  
 
 
LO: To understand 
chronology 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 

Understands the concept of a 
date and demonstrates 
understanding in a range of 
ways. 
 
Can sequence simple events, 
stories, and memories from the 
past or present. 
 
Understands simple comparisons 
between past and present and 
that historical events and 
individuals can be important. 

 
Can recount some simple details 
from sources and uses them to 
ask and answer questions. 

 
Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied. 

• To be able to use historic phrases like ‘a long time ago’ 
 
 
To investigate Scott of the Antarctic and modern-day 
explorer Felicity Aston (the first person to ski across the 
Antarctic using only muscle power and the first woman to 
cross the Antarctic land mass alone).  
 
http://www.felicityaston.co.uk/ 
https://twitter.com/felicity_aston 
https://www.jacadatravel.com/the-explorer/explorer-
felicity-aston-interview-jacada/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IjZDFIEA50 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ns0UHVfyZQ 
 

• Curriculum Companion p 36 & 37. 

• To sequence major events in their lives (by how old the 
person was at the time) 

 

• To make simple comparisons between past and present 
(comparisons between explorers now and in the past) 

 
 

• Find out about explorers using details from sources and 
asks questions orally. 
 

• Relates Scott of the Antarctic and to Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole – ‘at the same time as’, ‘closer to today 
than…’ 

 

History (Yr1 Aut2) – 
Previously begun to 
understand dates in 
the past within the 20th 
Century when this 
extends dates to 16th 
Century. Previously 
compared two people 
in a similar time 
period. This unit 
compares people from 
different time periods. 
 
Maths (Y1) – 
Children can count to 
100. Sort dates 
without focus on 
numbers by ordering 
and using ‘a very 
long time ago’, 
‘closer to now 
than…’ 

http://www.felicityaston.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/felicity_aston
https://www.jacadatravel.com/the-explorer/explorer-felicity-aston-interview-jacada/
https://www.jacadatravel.com/the-explorer/explorer-felicity-aston-interview-jacada/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IjZDFIEA50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ns0UHVfyZQ
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SMSC themes:  enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, equality, leadership, inspirational 
people, investigate moral and ethical issues, 

Big Question: What was going on elsewhere in the world 
during this historical event? What were the main 
achievements of this historical event? What were the follies 
of mankind in this historical event? 

Substantive Concepts: civilisation, country, nation, 
settlement, voyage, exploration, colony 
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Summer 
Travel and 
Transport 

L.O. communicate 
historically  
 
 
LO: To understand 
chronology 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 

Understands the concept of a 
date and demonstrates 
understanding in a range of 
ways. 
 
Can sequence simple events, 
stories and memories from the 
past or present. 
 
Understands simple comparisons 
between past and present and 
that historical events and 
individuals can be important. 

 
Can recount some simple details 
from sources and uses them to 
ask and answer questions. 

 
Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied. 

• To be able to use historic phrases like ‘a long time ago’ 
 
 

• To investigate George Stevenson 

• To sequence major events in their lives (by how old the 
person was at the time) 

• Curriculum Companion The Steam Engine p 76 & 77 
 

• To make simple comparisons between past and present 
(comparisons between trains now and in the past) 

 
 
 

• Find out about inventors using details from sources and 
asks questions orally. 
 
 

• Relates chronology of key people studied in simple ways. 
‘Closer to today’, ‘further back in time’. 

 
SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, equality, leadership, inspirational 
people, investigate moral and ethical issues, 

Big Question: What was going on elsewhere in the world 
during this historical period? What was life like during this 
historical period? What would life be like without this 
invention? 

History – (Y1 Spring) – 
Previously studied key 
figures in the 20th 
Century and 16th 
Century and 
compared. This unit 
adds dates in between. 
Group key figures by 
century so that 
progression is clear. 
E.g. Columbus to Scott 
to Stevenson. 
 
Geography (Y1 Spr) – 
Previously discussed 
places to travel to 
within the UK and 
abroad making 
reference to cold/hot 
places. Discuss reasons 
for people to travel by 
train e.g. holidays. 
 
Maths (Y1) – 
Children can count to 
100. Sort dates 
without focus on 
numbers by ordering 
and using ‘a very 
long time ago’, 
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Substantive Concepts: invention, city, transportation 

  

 

‘closer to now 
than…’ 
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Year 2 Autumn - 
Amazing 
Africa 

L.O. communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
LO: To understand 
chronology 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 

Describes knowledge through 
simple narratives, drawings, 
diagrams. 
Understands that specific events 
took place on specific dates. 
 
Understands past, present and 
change over time in their own 
life, and can sequence events on 
a scale. 
 
 
Describes similarities and 
differences between past and 
present, key events, key 
individuals and some reasons for 
these. 
 
 
Understand some of the different 
ways one can learn about the 
past and uses sources carefully to 
ask and answer questions. 
 
Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied. 

• Research key events from Nelson Mandela’s life, with 
key dates 

• Sequence photographs of Nelson Mandela’s life 
 
 

 

• Know key dates from own life and understands changes 
that have happened 

• Sequence key events that have happened in their own 
lifetime, using a dateline 
 

• Research Nelson Mandela and know why and how he 
was important in creating change 

• Explain why NM was important in creating change 

• Research using simple sources of videos and fact files to 
find out what life was like for Nelson Mandela as a 
young man and during apartheid.  

• Compare and contrast Nelson Mandela’s life before and 
after apartheid. 

• Compare and contrast life in South Africa before Nelson 
Mandela became president and after. 

 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, equality, leadership, inspirational 
people, investigate moral and ethical issues,  

Big Question: What was society/culture/politics like during 
this period of time? What was going on elsewhere in the 

History (Y1 Summer) – 
Previously sequenced 
key dates with key 
figures in 16th Century 
– 21st Century. 
Compare dates of 
Nelson Mandela to 
previous key figures. 
Group figures and 
events in centuries to 
use a simple scale. 
Previously used 
sources to find out 
simple facts. Began to 
find similarities and 
differences between 
past and present. 
Previously evaluated 
impact of people 
‘making change’ in 
terms of inventors. 
Previously sequenced 
events in their life 
without a dateline. 

Maths (Y2) – 
Children can count in 
hundreds. Group 
events according to 
his age rather than 
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world during this period? What was the impact of Nelson 
Mandela on society? 

Substantive Concepts: conflict, country, democracy, 
freedom, power, rights, law, society, protest, suffering, 
change, period 

 

dates or group 
events in centuries. 
All timelines with 
scale should reach 
modern day. 
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Spring - 
Let’s Fly 

L.O. communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
 
 
LO: To understand 
chronology 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 

Describes knowledge through 
simple narratives, drawings, 
diagrams. 
Understands that specific events 
took place on specific dates. 
 
 
 
Understands past, present and 
change over time in their own 
life, and can sequence events on 
a scale. 
 
 
Describes similarities and 
differences between past and 
present, key events, key 
individuals and some reasons for 
these. 
 
 
Understand some of the different 
ways one can learn about the 
past, and uses sources carefully 
to ask and answer questions. 
 
Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied. 

• Curriculum Companion p 84 & 85 The First Flight 

• Research key events from Amelia Earhart’s life, with key 
dates 

• To place events from her life in order on a timeline. Add 
and recall key dates 

• Sequence photographs of her life 

• Place inventions on a timeline in time order. Add and 
recall key dates  

 

• Sequence key events that have happened in their own 
lifetime, using a timeline in more detail than previously 
 
 

• Investigate Amelia Earhart and Bessie Coleman and 
describe their pasts 

• Explain why Amelia was important in creating change 
and the impact of her life on history 

• Compare and contrast flight in the past and present 

• Research using simple sources of videos and fact files to 
find out what life was like for Amelia Earhart.  

• Research flight times and use that information to 
compare how planes have changed over time and 
explain why flight times have shortened over time.  

 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, equality, leadership, inspirational 
people, 

History (Y2 Aut) – 
Previously sequenced 
key dates with key 
figures in 16th Century 
– 21st Century. 
Compare dates of 
Amelia Earhart/Bessie 
Coleman to previous 
key figures. Group 
figures and events in 
centuries to use a 
simple scale. 
Previously used 
sources to find out 
simple facts. Began to 
find similarities and 
differences between 
past and present. 
Previously evaluated 
impact of people 
‘making change’ in 
terms of culture. 
Previously sequenced 
events in their life 
without a dateline. 

Maths (Y2) – Children 
can count in hundreds. 
Group events 
according to his age or 
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Big Question: How does this event compare to other 
historical events that we have already studied? What was 
the impact of this event on life today? What impact has she 
had on women's rights? 

Substantive Concepts: exploration, voyage, change, 
invention, rights, society 

 

group events in 
centuries. All timelines 
with scale should reach 
modern day. 

 
Geography (Y2 Aut) 
– Previously learned 
about continents but 
this may need 
consolidation when 
discussing 
birthplaces for key 
figures. Investigated 
placement of the UK 
on multiple maps 
and the surrounding 
seas and oceans. 
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Summer  
Who’s 
calling? 

L.O. communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
 
 
LO: To understand 
chronology 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 

Describes knowledge through 
simple narratives, drawings, 
diagrams. 
Understands that specific events 
took place on specific dates. 
 
 
 
Understands past, present and 
change over time in their own 
life, and can sequence events on 
a scale. 
 
 
 
Describes similarities and 
differences between past and 
present, key events, key 
individuals and some reasons for 
these. 
 
 
Understand some of the different 
ways one can learn about the 
past and uses sources carefully to 
ask and answer questions. 
 
Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied. 

• Research key events from Alexander Graham Bell’s life, 
with some key dates 

• To place events from his life in order on a timeline. 

• Place inventions on a timeline in time order.  
 

• Curriculum Companion p 82 & 83 The invention of 
radio 

 

• Sequence key events on a timeline using a simple scale. 
 
 
 
 
 

• Investigate Alexander Graham Bell and describe his life 

• Explain why AGB was important in creating change and 
the impact of his life on history 

• Compare and contrast flight in the past and present 

• Research using simple sources of books, videos and 
photographs to find out what life was like for AGB 

• Compare and contrast communication in the past and 
present 

• Use tables and sorting diagrams to compare Alexander 
Graham Bell to John Logie Baird. 

• Identify similarities and differences between Alexander 
Graham Bell and John Logie Baird. 

• Compare the invention of the telephone and television. 
Decide which invention has had more of an impact on 
modern day life.  

 

History (Y2 Spring) – 
Previously sequenced 
key dates with key 
figures in 16th Century 
– 21st Century. 
Compare dates of AGB 
to George Stevenson. 
Group figures and 
events in centuries to 
use a simple scale. 
Previously used 
sources to find out 
simple facts and 
similarities and 
differences between 
past and present. 
Previously evaluated 
impact of people 
‘making change’ in 
terms of inventions.  
 
Maths (Y2) – Children 
can count in hundreds. 
Group events 
according to his age 
rather than dates or 
group events in 
centuries. Children 
begin to group events 
in his life by decade or 
by decade of age. All 
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SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, equality, leadership, inspirational 
people,  

Big Question: How does this event compare to other 
historical events that we have already studied? What was 
going on elsewhere in the world during this historical event? 
What impact has this historical event had on life in Britain? 
What would life be like without this invention? 

Substantive Concepts: invention, change, society, 
leadership, transportation 

 

timelines with scale 
should reach modern 
day. 
 
Geography (Y2 
Spring) – Previously 
investigated the 
countries within the 
UK and surrounding 
seas. Discussed 
hot/cold areas of the 
UK. Make links to 
AGB’s birthplace. 
Ensure 
Birmingham/countri
es of the UK are on 
maps to 
contextualise places 
studied. 
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Year 3 Autumn  
The Savage 
Stone Age  

L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

Demonstrate understanding 
using speaking, writing, ICT and 
drawing skills and use dates and 
terms with increasing accuracy. 

 

Understand the use of timelines 
and dates including AD and BC, 
BCE 

 

Use evidence to describe life in 
the past, significant individuals, 
change over time, similarities 
and differences to the present. 
Begin to understand cause and 
effect. 

 Select from a range of sources to 
investigate the past and compare 
different sources of information 
about the same event. 

 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, how they fit 

• Create a basic timeline of the inventions created. 
Illustrate the timeline.  

• Curriculum Companion The Stone Age p 93 - 97 

 

 

• Use AD and BC, BCE to link dates today and dates in the 
Stone Age (in simple terms – X years ago, counting in 
thousands) 
 
 

• Identify the clothing they wore and the reasons why in 
relation to the climate (links to Geography).  

• Discuss the development of houses in the Stone Age and 
why this might have been (links to Geography). 

• Compare and contrast to life in modern day.  

• Discuss the invention and development of the wheel.  

• Explore how the Stone Age people lived, the weapons 
used and the purposes of each weapon. Discuss the 
food eaten in the Stone Age and lives of Stone Age 
people 

• Use fact files or research from books or the internet. 

• Compare using different sources of information. 

• Investigate Sara Brae and Stonehenge as places which 
are left from the Stone Age. 

History (Y2 Summer) – 
Previously sequenced 
key dates with key 
figures in 16th Century 
– 21st Century. 
Previously used one 
source to find out 
simple facts and 
similarities and 
differences between 
past and present rather 
than comparing 
sources. Previously 
evaluated impact of 
people ‘making change’ 
in terms of inventions. 
Link this to inventions 
in the Stone 
Age/Bronze Age. 
 
Maths (Y3) – Children 
can count in hundreds 
and are beginning to 
count in thousands in 
simple terms. Group 
items by approximate 
century. All timelines 
with scale should reach 
modern day. 
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into a chronology, and their 
impact on the UK. 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, equality, society, community 

Big Question: How has Britain Changed from the Stone Age 
to the…? What was life like in the Prehistoric era? Why was 
it such an important age?  

Substantive Concepts: civilisation, settlement, nomadic, 
ancestor, dwelling, survival, excavate, archaeology, site, 
change, weapons, invention, society 

 

Geography (Y2 
Summer) – Previously 
investigated the 
countries within the UK 
and surrounding seas. 
Discussed hot/cold 
areas of the UK. Make 
links to 
Stonehenge/Skara 
Brae. Ensure 
Birmingham/countries 
of the UK are on maps 
to contextualise places 
studied. 

Spring  
The Awful 
Egyptians 

L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 

Demonstrate understanding 
using speaking, writing, ICT and 
drawing skills and use dates and 
terms with increasing accuracy. 

 

Understand the use of timelines 
and dates including AD and BC, 
BCE 

 

 

• Curriculum Companion Ancient Egypt p 121-125 

 

• Explain understanding of the Egyptians in a variety of 
ways 

 

 

 

• Use AD and BC, BCE to compare the Egyptians on a 
timeline with periods already studied, using different 
scales to show detail, with as much mathematical 

History (Y3 Aut) – 
Previously studied 
modern - 16th Century 
and the Stone Age. 
Used BC and AD to 
place dates from the 
Stone Age on the 
timeline. Begun to use 
two different sources 
to find out simple facts 
and similarities and 
differences between 
past and present. 
Began to recognise 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

Use evidence to describe life in 
the past, significant individuals, 
change over time, similarities, 
and differences to the present. 
Begin to understand cause and 
effect. 

 Select from a range of sources to 
investigate the past and compare 
different sources of information 
about the same event. 

 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, how they fit 
into a chronology, and their 
impact on the UK. 

accuracy as possible. Compare dates simply in terms of 
counting in thousands (X years ago) 

 
 

• Research, weapons they used and the purposes for each 
weapon, food eaten by the Egyptians, jobs, sports and 
games, significant pharaohs, and life of an Egyptian 

• Compare topics to the Stone Age and the present day, 
making comparisons about how advanced the 
civilization was. 

• Use a range of sources and compare information from a 
range of sources.  

• Compare and contrast reports of opening 
Tutankhamun’s tomb (newspaper report, Howard 
Carter’s own account, Wikipedia). 

 
 

• Investigate the gods they believed in and worshipped 
(e.g. Isis, Osiris). (link to RE similarities and differences 
between religions they know) 

• Significant individual: Howard Carter, Tutankhamun and 
Cleopatra, Hatshepsut)  

• Research how the Ancient Egyptians lived. Research the 
pyramids and the significance of them.  

• Investigate mummies (what they were and how they 
were made) and the reason that they were created 
(links to RE). 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, equality,  society, community, 

change over time in 
terms of inventions. 

Maths (Y3) – Children 
can count in hundreds 
and are beginning to 
count in thousands in 
simple terms. Group 
items by approximate 
century. All timelines 
with scale should reach 
modern day. 

 

Geography (Y2 Aut) – 
Previously studied 
African countries and 
the placement of the 
equator. Link this to 
the placement of Egypt 
and surrounding seas. 
Consolidate 
understanding of 
continents by starting 
with a world map and 
then zooming in to get 
more detail. 
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leadership, democracy, rule of law, investigate moral and 
ethical issues 

Big Question: What was it like to live by the River Nile in 
Ancient Egypt? How has this historical period influenced 
other historical periods? What were the main achievements 
during this era? 

Substantive Concepts: weapon, society, civilisation, 
transportation, population, trade, empire, settlement, king, 
law, rights, monarchy, ruler, power, reign, pharaoh, 
excavate, archaeology, site, change 

 

Summer  
The 
Mayans 

L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 

Demonstrate understanding 
using speaking, writing, ICT and 
drawing skills and use dates and 
terms with increasing accuracy. 

Understand the use of timelines 
and dates including AD and BC, 
BCE 

 

 

Use evidence to describe life in 
the past, significant individuals, 
change over time, similarities 

• Curriculum Companion p 138-141 The Maya 

• Explain understanding of the Mayans in a variety of 
ways  

 

• Use AD and BC, BCE to compare the Mayans on a 
timeline with periods already studied, using different 
scales to show detail, with as much mathematical 
accuracy as possible. Compare dates simply in terms of 
counting in thousands (X years ago) 

 
 

• Research weapons they used and the purposes for each 
weapon, food eaten by the Mayans, jobs, sports and 
games, life of an Mayan 

History (Y3 Spr) – 
Previously studied 
modern - 16th Century, 
the Stone Age and the 
Egyptians. Used BC and 
AD to place dates from 
the Stone Age and 
Egyptians on the 
timeline. Previously 
used two different 
sources to find out 
simple facts and 
similarities and 
differences between 
past and present. 
Previously discussed 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

and differences to the present. 
Begin to understand cause and 
effect. 

 Select from a range of sources to 
investigate the past and compare 
different sources of information 
about the same event. 

 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, how they fit 
into a chronology, and their 
impact on the UK. 

• Compare topics to those already studied and the 
present day, making comparisons about how advanced 
the civilization was. 

• Use a range of sources and compare information from a 
range of sources. 

• Compare and contrast reports 
 

• Investigate the gods they believed in and worshipped 
(link to RE similarities and differences between religions 
they know) 

• Significant individual:  

• Research how the Mayans lived.  

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, diversity, equality, society, community, 
leadership, democracy, rule of law, investigate moral and 
ethical issues 

Big Question: What was it like to live in the Yucatan 
Peninsula in Mexico? How has this historical period 
influenced other historical periods? What were the main 
achievements during this era? 

 

Substantive Concepts: weapon, society, civilisation, 
population, trade, empire, settlement, king, law, rights, 
monarchy, ruler, power, reign, excavate, archaeology, site, 
religion, change 

impact on modern day 
by looking at key 
monuments that have 
survived. 

Maths (Y3) – Children 
can count in hundreds 
and are beginning to 
count in thousands in 
simple terms. Group 
items by approximate 
century. All timelines 
with scale should reach 
modern day. 

Geography (Y2 Aut) – 
Previously studied 
continents/surrounding 
oceans and seas. 
Consolidate this before 
focusing on 
North/South America. 
Consolidate 
understanding of 
continents by starting 
with a world map and 
then zooming in to get 
more detail. 
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Year 4 Autumn 
Greeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrates understanding in a 
variety of ways with an audience 
in mind including speaking, 
writing, maths (data handling), 
ICT, drama and drawing skills. 
Use dates and terms correctly.  

Can place dates and events from 
specific periods studied on 
timelines and understands the 
concept of 19th, 20th and 21st 
centuries as recent history.  

 

Understands life in the past, and 
the lives of significant individuals, 
including beliefs and attitudes 
and can affect change over time 
and the present. Notes 
connections, contrasts and 
trends throughout and between 
different periods, and cause and 
effect. 

• Curriculum Companion p 128-133 The Ancient Greeks 

• Explain understanding of the Greeks in a variety of ways. 
Write a life in the day of an Athenian based on 
comparison and research (link to writing) 

 
 
 
 

• Use AD and BC, BCE to compare the Greeks on a 
timeline with periods already studied, using different 
scales to show detail, with as much mathematical 
accuracy as possible.  

 

 
 
 

• Look at artefacts linked to the topic. Discuss what you 
think they are and then what they can tell you. Use 
primary and secondary sources. 

• Use Maps to discuss features of Greece as a country. 
(Link to Geography). Discuss the impact of the cities on 
the development of the country.  

History (Y3 Summer) – 
Previously studied 
modern-16th Century 
and the Stone Age, 
Egyptians and Mayans. 
Used BC and AD to 
place dates from the 
Stone Age, Egyptians 
and Mayans on the 
timeline. Previously 
used two different 
sources to find out 
simple facts and 
similarities and 
differences between 
past and present. 
Previously discussed 
impact on modern day 
by looking at key 
monuments that have 
survived. 

Maths (Y4) – Children 
can count in thousands, 
hundreds and tens. 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

Understands the difference 
between primary and secondary 
sources. Selects from and 
evaluates a range of sources to 
investigate the past, noting 
similarities and differences 
between multiple sources of the 
same event(s). 

 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, how they fit 
into a chronology, and their 
impact on the UK. 

 

• Compare topics to those already studied and the 
present day, making comparisons about how advanced 
the civilization was. 

• Discuss and identify the impact of the Ancient Greeks on 
modern day. 

• Research the life of Athenian’s lifestyle. Compare and 
contrast the food, clothes, education, roles of women to 
life in Ancient Egypt and modem day.  

 

• Analyse the concept of democracy and the impact of it 
on modern Britain (link to British values) 

• Research significant individuals (Socrates, Plato, 
Aristotle, Alexander the Great, Solon (democracy) and 
Homer (Odyssey) 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, diversity, equality, society, community, 
leadership, democracy, rule of law, investigate moral and 
ethical issues, inspirational people 

Big Question: What was life like in the … era? How has this 
historical period influenced other historical periods? What 
were the main achievements during this era? How did 
society change during this era? 

Substantive Concepts: weapon, society, civilisation, 
population, trade, empire, settlement, king, law, rights, 
monarchy, ruler, country, slave, democracy, conflict, power, 
reign, excavate, archaeology, site, religion, change 

Group events by date 
order using more 
specific timelines. 
Make links to modern 
history. All timelines 
with scale should reach 
modern day. 

Geography (Y3 
Summer) – Previously 
studied continents, 
seas of the world 
focusing on Africa, 
North America, Europe 
and South America in 
detail. Make links to 
areas of Europe studied 
(MFL countries) while 
placing Greece in 
context. 
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Spring 
The 
Romans 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrates understanding in a 
variety of ways with an audience 
in mind including speaking, 
writing, maths (data handling), 
ICT, drama and drawing skills. 
Use dates and terms correctly.  

Can place dates and events from 
specific periods studied on 
timelines and understands the 
concept of 19th, 20th and 21st 
centuries as recent history.  

 

Understands life in the past, and 
the lives of significant individuals, 
including beliefs and attitudes 
and can affect change over time 
and the present. Notes 
connections, contrasts and 
trends throughout and between 

• Curriculum Companion p 107-111 

• Explain understanding of the Romans in a variety of 
ways. 

• Write a life in the day of an Athenian based on 
comparison and research (link to writing) 

• Data handling using Roman numerals. Record 
understanding using Roman numerals.  

 
 
 

• Use AD and BC, BCE to compare the Romans on a 
timeline with periods already studied, using different 
scales to show detail, with as much mathematical 
accuracy as possible.  

 

• Look at artefacts linked to the topic. Discuss what you 
think they are and then what they can tell you. Use 
primary and secondary sources. Compare with artefacts 
from other civilisations studied (uses, materials, 
advances and developments). 

History (Y4 Aut) – 
Previously studied 
modern-16th Century 
and the Stone Age, 
Egyptians and Mayans. 
Used BC and AD to 
place dates from the 
Stone Age, Egyptians 
and Mayans on the 
timeline. Previously 
used a range of primary 
sources to find 
information. Used 
secondary sources 
about the Greeks to 
find information and 
began to notice trends 
through time using the 
periods already 
studied. Previously 
evaluated the impact of 
Greek democracy on 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

different periods, and cause and 
effect. 

Understands the difference 
between primary and secondary 
sources. Selects from and 
evaluates a range of sources to 
investigate the past, noting 
similarities and differences 
between multiple sources of the 
same event(s). 

 

 

 

 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, how they fit 
into a chronology, and their 
impact on the UK. 

• Use Maps to discuss features of Rome as a country. 
(Link to Geography). Discuss the impact of the empire 
on the development of Europe.  

• Compare topics to those already studied and the 
present day, making comparisons about how advanced 
the civilization was. 

• Research the life of Roman. Compare and contrast the 
food, clothes, education, roles of women to life in 
Ancient Egypt and modem day.  

• Research the Roman invasion of Britain. Discuss primary 
and secondary sources about the event. 

• Notice connections and trends between different 
civilisations studied in terms of power and influence 
and cause and effect (e.g. Egyptians dwindled in size 
and power but remained until they were conquered by 
the Romans. 

 

• Research significant individuals (Julius Caesar, Emperor 
Augustus, Hadrian (wall) Vindolanda fortress website) 

• Investigate the fall of the Roman Empire (impact on 
other nations including Britain) 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, diversity, equality, society, community, 
leadership, democracy, rule of law, investigate moral and 
ethical issues  

the UK and compared 
beliefs and attitudes of 
ancient civilisations. 

Maths (Y4) – Children 
can count in thousands, 
hundreds and tens. 
Group events by date 
order using more 
specific timelines. 
Make links to modern 
history. All timelines 
with scale should reach 
modern day. 

Geography (Y4 Aut) – 
Previously learned 
about Greece, Egypt, 
and the equator and 
biomes. Link this to the 
climate of Rome as it 
has an impact on 
clothing/food/types of 
housing. Previously 
discussed places in 
Europe (MFL countries) 
so make links to 
countries within the 
Roman Empire).  
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Big Question: How has life in Britain changed from Roman 
times? How has this historical period influenced other 
historical periods? What were the main achievements of this 
historical period? What were the follies of mankind in this 
historical period? 

Substantive Concepts: weapon, society, civilisation, 
population, trade, empire, settlement, king, law, rights, 
monarchy, ruler, country, slave, democracy, conflict, 
conquest, emperor, power, reign, excavate, archaeology, 
site, change, religion, tyrant, tyranny 
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Summer 
The Vikings 
and Anglo-
Saxons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrates understanding in a 
variety of ways with an audience 
in mind including speaking, 
writing, maths (data handling), 
ICT, drama and drawing skills. 
Use dates and terms correctly.  

 

Can place dates and events from 
specific periods studied on 
timelines and understands the 
concept of 19th, 20th and 21st 
centuries as recent history.  

 

Understands life in the past, and 
the lives of significant individuals, 
including beliefs and attitudes 
and can affect change over time 
and the present. Notes 
connections, contrasts and 
trends throughout and between 
different periods, and cause and 
effect. 

Understands the difference 
between primary and secondary 
sources. Selects from and 

• Explain understanding of the Anglo Saxons (Curriculum 
Companion p 112-113) and Vikings (Curriculum 
Companion p 116-119) in a variety of ways. 

• Write a life in the day of an Anglo Saxon based on 
comparison and research (link to writing) 

 
 
 
 

• Use AD and BC, BCE to add the Anglo Saxons on a timeline 
with periods already studied, using different scales to 
show detail, with as much mathematical accuracy as 
possible.  

 
 
 
 
 

• Look at artefacts linked to the topic. Discuss what you 
think they are and then what they can tell you. Use 
primary and secondary sources. Compare with artefacts 
from other civilisations studied (uses, materials, advances 
and developments). 

• Investigate and research life on a Viking farm with life on 
a farm in modern day Britain. Discuss the similarities and 
differences (link to settlements in Geography). 

• Discuss rise of Christianity beliefs to those of previously 
studied civilisations (e.g. paganism in Britain).  

History (Y4 Spr) – 
Previously studied 
modern-16th Century 
and the Stone Age, 
Egyptians, Mayans, 
Greeks and Romans. 
Used BC and AD to 
place dates on the 
timeline. Previously 
used a range of primary 
sources to find 
information. Used 
secondary sources 
about the Greeks and 
Romans to find 
information and began 
to notice trends 
through time using the 
periods already 
studied. Previously 
evaluated the impact of 
the Romans and the 
Greeks on the UK. They 
have learned about 
Boudicca and the Celts 
in Britain at the time of 
the roman invasion. 

Maths (Y4) – Children 
can count in thousands, 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 

evaluates a range of sources to 
investigate the past, noting 
similarities and differences 
between multiple sources of the 
same event(s). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, how they fit 
into a chronology, and their 
impact on the UK. 

• Compare topics to those already studied and the present 
day, making comparisons about how advanced the 
civilization was. 

• Research the life of a person in Anglo Saxon times. 
Compare and contrast the food, clothes, education, roles 
of women to life in Ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome and 
modern day.  

• Notice connections and trends between different 
civilisations studied in terms of power and influence and 
cause and effect (e.g. Anglo Saxons/Normans did not have 
the same influence/trade/connections that 
Egypt/Rome/Greece did – they are important to us 
because we live in Britain) 

• Research and investigate Sutton Hoo and the 
Staffordshire Hoard. Investigate the Bayeux tapestry. Use 
primary and secondary sources to investigate. 

• Research Simon de Montfort and visit Kenilworth Castle 
to discuss siege of Kenilworth. 

 

• Research significant individuals (Arthur (Camelot), Alfred 
the Great, Edward the Confessor and Westminster Abbey, 
William the Conqueror and the Battle of Hastings 
(Curriculum Companion p 64 & 65), Edward III and battles 
with the French, John and Magna Carta) 

• Investigate the impact of the Normans on modern Britain. 

• Investigate the impact of Magna Carta on Britain. 

hundreds and tens. 
Group events by date 
order using more 
specific timelines. 
Make links to modern 
history. All timelines 
with scale should reach 
modern day. 

Geography (Y4 Spr) – 
Previously studied the 
UK and countries 
within the UK and 
surrounding seas. 
Make links to 
battlegrounds and 
modern cities and local 
history. 
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• Investigate the Battle of Hastings – make links to modern 
Britain 

 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, diversity, equality, society, community, 
leadership, democracy, rule of law,  

Big Question: What was life like in Sutton Hoo in Suffolk? 
What were the main achievements of this historical period? 
What were the follies of mankind in this historical period? 

Substantive Concepts: civilisation, settlement, nomadic, 
ancestor, conquest, conflict, country, power, kingdom, 
migration, invasion, king, kingdom, slaves, rights, dwelling, 
excavate, archaeology, site, voyage, settlement 
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Year 5 Autumn - 
Space 

L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chooses the most appropriate 
way to present structured and 
organised findings about the past 
to an audience using speaking, 
writing, maths, ICT, drama and 
drawing skills. 
Uses dates and terms accurately.  

Confidently uses timelines to 
understand change over time 
and significant events/periods in 
time and place. 

Understands the concept of 19th, 
20th and 21st centuries as recent 
history. (Y4 KPI) 

 

Begins to understand societal 
and cultural diversity, impact of 
significant events on change over 
time. 
Understands links and the 
reasons for links between 
different periods, places and 
people. 

Understands that sources can be 
subjective and open to bias. 

• Curriculum Companion p 88 & 89 The Moon Landing 

• Explain understanding of the developments in space 
technology in a variety of ways. 

• Present ideas in detail 
 
 
 
 
 

• Use timelines to place the Space Race and developments 
about Space (Galileo and Copernicus) on timelines, making 
references to periods already studied. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

• Research key events (Moon landing) using primary and 
secondary sources, evaluating them in detail to form 
opinions. 

• Debate the landing on the Moon. 

• Research Neil Armstrong using a range of primary and 
secondary sources, evaluating them in detail to form 
opinions. 

 
 

History (Yr 2 Spr) 
Previously studied 
Christopher Columbus 
as an explorer  

History (Yr1/2) - (1451 
– modern) using simple 
timelines  

History (Yr3/4) -
Ancient World dates 
(5000BC – 800AD). 
Make links to place 
units previously studied 
on one timeline and 
place the new events 
within this context. 

History (Yr 4 Summer) 
– Previously used 
secondary and primary 
sources to find 
information and 
evaluate simple trends 
through time using the 
periods already 
studied. Previously 
evaluated the impact of 
the Romans, Greeks 
and Anglo 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

Begins to evaluate the reliability 
of sources, both primary and 
secondary and uses them to 
investigate the past. 

 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, their causes 
and effects and how they fit into 
a chronology, and their impact 
on the UK. 

 

 

 

• Knows about key figures (Katharine Johnson from 
Hidden Figures, Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, Galileo, 
Copernicus) 

 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, diversity, equality, leadership, 
investigate moral and ethical issues 

Big Question: How did the space race affect the world? 
What is significant about this historical event? What were 
the main achievements of this historical event? What were 
the follies of mankind in this historical event? 

Substantive Concepts: exploration, invention, change, 
voyage, transportation, nationality, conquest, victory 

 

Saxons/Vikings on the 
UK. 

Geography (Y3 
Summer) – Previously 
learned about the 
continents focusing on 
North and South 
America. The children 
have named the rest of 
the continents focusing 
on Africa, Antarctica 
and Europe. 

Tudors L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 

Chooses the most appropriate 
way to present structured and 
organised findings about the past 
to an audience using speaking, 
writing, maths, ICT, drama and 

• Curriculum Companion The Tudors p 154-157 

• Explain understanding of the Tudors in a variety of ways. 

• Present ideas in detail as part of a project to research 
significant people during the Tudor period (Queens of 
Henry VIII and their children ensuring religious beliefs are 

History (Yr 2 Spr) 
Previously studied 
Christopher Columbus 
as an explorer  
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L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

drawing skills. 
Uses dates and terms accurately.  

Confidently uses timelines to 
understand change over time 
and significant events/periods in 
time and place. 

 

Begins to understand societal 
and cultural diversity, impact of 
significant events on change over 
time. 
Understands links and the 
reasons for links between 
different periods, places and 
people. 

Understands that sources can be 
subjective and open to bias. 
Begins to evaluate the reliability 
of sources, both primary and 
secondary and uses them to 
investigate the past. 

 

 

mentioned in detail to compare and contrast, Lady Jane 
Grey and family relationship, mentioning religious beliefs 
and links to courtiers through marriage) 

 

• Use AD and BC, BCE to compare the Tudors on a timeline 
with periods already studied, using different scales to 
show detail, with as much mathematical accuracy as 
possible.  

• Briefly contextualize the Tudors as a new line of kings 
following battles between heirs to the throne. More 
important due to impact on society and culture and 
religion. Link to previous study on Anglo Saxons/Roman as 
discussion of key religion at the time of the Battle of 
Hastings (Curriculum Companion p 64 & 65). 

• Research the life of a Tudor man/woman/child. Compare 
and contrast the food, clothes, education, roles of women 
to life in Ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome and modem day.  

• Contrast the impact of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I – who 
was the better monarch (referring to Dissolution of the 
Monasteries and the Act of Supremacy 1559) 

• Evaluates a mixture of primary and secondary sources 
about the Tudors and discusses bias (e.g. Catholic vs. 
Protestant bias) 
 

• Research significant individuals (King Henry VII, Henry VIII, 
wives, children, Thomas Wolsey, Thomas Cromwell, 
Francis Walsingham, Mary, Queen of Scots, Francis Drake, 
Shakespeare) 

History (Yr1/2) - (1451 
– modern) using simple 
timelines  

History (Yr3/4) -
Ancient World dates 
(5000BC – Middle 
Ages). Make links to 
place units previously 
studied on one timeline 
and place the new 
events within this 
context. 

History (Yr 5 Aut) – 
Previously used 
secondary and primary 
sources to find 
information and 
evaluate simple trends 
through time using the 
periods already 
studied. Previously 
evaluated the impact of 
the Romans, Greeks 
and Anglo 
Saxons/Vikings, Middle 
Ages and Space Race 
on the UK. Previously 
begun to identify bias 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, their causes 
and effects and how they fit into 
a chronology, and their impact 
on the UK. 

• Investigate the impact of the Tudors (in terms of religious 
freedom, books and the printing press, architecture, royal 
mail, royal navy) 

• Investigate death of Elizabeth I to James I and VI linking 
England and Scotland in terms of the impact on modern 
Britain. 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, diversity, equality, society, community, 
leadership, democracy, rule of law, investigate moral and 
ethical issues  

Big Question: How has life in Britain changed from Tudor 
times? How has this historical period influenced other 
historical periods? What were the follies of man during this 
era? What was the impact of monarchy on society during 
this era? 

Substantive Concepts: society, king, law, rights, monarchy, 
ruler, country, conflict, conquest, power, queen, exploration, 
absolute power, throne, reign, religion, tyrant, tyranny, 
peasant, aristocracy, estate, monk, monasteries, tax, change 

 

in sources and cause 
and effect. 

Children have not 
previously studied 
800AD – 16th Century 
so it is important to 
give an overview of 
events between the 
Anglo Saxons and the 
Tudors. 

Geography (Y4 
Summer) – Previously 
studied Britain’s 
physical geography of 
settlements left by the 
Anglo Saxons, Vikings, 
Romans and the Stone 
Age. 

Victorians L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 

Chooses the most appropriate 
way to present structured and 
organised findings about the past 
to an audience using speaking, 
writing, maths, ICT, drama and 

• Curriculum Companion p 158-161 The Victorian Era 

• Explain understanding of the Victorians in a variety of 
ways. 

• Curriculum Companion p 44 & 45 Queen Victoria 

• Present ideas in detail as part of a project to research 
significant inventions during the Victorian period 

History (Yr1/2) – 
Previously studied 
Scott, George 
Stevenson, Florence 
Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole, Amelia 
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L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

drawing skills. 
Uses dates and terms accurately.  

Confidently uses timelines to 
understand change over time 
and significant events/periods in 
time and place. 

Understands the concept of 19th, 
20th and 21st centuries as recent 
history. (Y4 KPI) 

 

Begins to understand societal 
and cultural diversity, impact of 
significant events on change over 
time. 
Understands links and the 
reasons for links between 
different periods, places and 
people. 

Understands that sources can be 
subjective and open to bias. 
Begins to evaluate the reliability 
of sources, both primary and 
secondary and uses them to 
investigate the past. 

(photographs, bicycles, stamps, pasteurization, sewing 
machines, rubber tyres, flushing toilets). 

 
 

• Use AD and BC, BCE to compare the Victorians on a 
timeline with periods already studied, using different 
scales to show detail, with as much mathematical 
accuracy as possible.  

 
 

• Briefly contextualise the Victorians as a new start of 
morality following previous less ‘moral’ kings during 
Georgian period. More important due to impact on 
society and culture and science. Link to previous study on 
Tudors in terms of developments/main religion/jobs. 

• Research the life of a Victorian man/woman/child. 
Compare and contrast the food, clothes, education, roles 
of women to life previously studied periods and modern 
day. (Read Oliver Twist as comparison of rich and poor – 
importance of welfare state as change to modern day)  

• Researches the British Empire and contrasts with today 
and the Commonwealth. Refer to slave trade and trading 
of goods. Look at maps and investigate which countries 
were colonised. 

• Discuss opinions on the British Empire using a range of 
sources and forming their own opinion. 

• Compare Victoria to Tudor monarchs (education, lifestyle, 
power) – who was the better monarch. Compare to 
modern monarchy in terms of power. 

Earhart, Alexander 
Graham Bell and John 
Logie Baird. 

History (Yr 5 Spr) 
Children have placed 
events from 5000BC – 
modern. Previously 
children have focused 
on the Tudors. 
Previously used 
secondary and primary 
sources to find 
information and 
evaluate simple trends 
through time using the 
periods already 
studied. Previously 
evaluated the impact of 
the Romans, Greeks 
and Anglo 
Saxons/Vikings and 
Space Race on the UK. 
Previously begun to 
identify bias in sources 
and cause and effect. 

Children have only 
briefly studied 1603-
modern with simple 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

 

 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, their causes 
and effects and how they fit into 
a chronology, and their impact 
on the UK. 

• Evaluates a mixture of primary and secondary sources 
about the Victorians and discusses bias. 

• Why did life change (Industrialisation)? Research 
Industrial Revolution in depth. Impact on modern society? 

 

• Research significant individuals (Queen Victoria and 
Albert, James Watt, Matthew Bolton, Faraday, Edison, 
William Morris) 

• Investigate the impact of the Victorians on modern day 

• Investigate children’s marriages of Victoria. Make links to 
monarchies across Europe pre-First World War. 

 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, diversity, equality, society, community, 
leadership, democracy, rule of law, investigate moral and 
ethical issues  

Big Question: What was life in Birmingham like in the 
Victorian era? How have other historical periods influenced 
this historical period? How did society change during this 
era? 

Substantive Concepts: society, law, rights, monarchy, ruler, 
country, conquest, power, queen, exploration, empire, 
invention, population, invasion, transportation, political 
party, democracy, throne, reign, rural, urban, 
industrialisation, change 

timelines in KS1, so it is 
important to give an 
overview of events 
between the Tudors 
and modern period. 

Geography (Y5 Spr) – 
Previously learned 
about trade routes in 
the Tudor period and 
the Roman Empire in 
terms of natural 
resources. 
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Year 6 WW2 L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presents information in the most 
appropriate way and makes 
accurate use of specific dates and 
terms. 

 

 

Makes sophisticated use of 
timelines to understand change, 
development, movements. 
Can reference key specific 
periods in history. 

Understands the concept of 19th, 
20th and 21st centuries as recent 
history. (Y4 KPI) 

 

Understands, with reference to 
reliable evidence, societal and 
cultural diversity, impact of 
significant events on change over 
time. 
Makes own comments on links 
and the reasons for links 

• Curriculum Companion First World War p 86 & 87 for 
historical context 

• Curriculum Companion The Second World War p 162 – 
165  

• Explain understanding of WW2 events in a variety of 
ways. 

• Present ideas in detail as part of a project to research 
significant events during WW2 (the Blitz, Battle of Britain, 
Spy network, Bletchley Park) 

• Analyse speeches of Churchill and Hitler and compare. 
 
 
 

• Use AD and BC, BCE to compare WW2 on a timeline with 
periods already studied, using different scales to show 
detail, with as much mathematical accuracy as possible.  

• Use timelines in detail to understand developments 
during the war and specific events. 

 

• Briefly contextualize WW2 as from the aftermath of 
WW1. Research Hitler’s rise to power and reasons for 
starting the war in context (relating to British navy 
dominance as studied previously in Victorians) 

• Researches the Home Front, Evaluation and Rationing and 
Propaganda using primary and secondary sources, 
evaluating them in detail to form opinions. Refer to 
propaganda being deliberate use of presenting 
information to achieve an outcome. 

History (Yr 5 Summer) 
- Children have placed 
events from 5000BC – 
modern. Previously 
children have focused 
on the Victorians. They 
have used secondary 
and primary sources to 
find information and 
evaluate trends 
through time. 
Previously evaluated 
the impact of previous 
civilisations on the UK. 
They have identified 
bias in sources and 
cause and effect. 

Children have only 
briefly studied modern 
history with simple 
timelines in KS1 so it is 
important to give an 
overview of events 
between the Victorians 
and modern period e.g. 
WW1. 

Geography (Y5 
Summer) – Previously 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

between different periods, places 
and people. 

Carefully selects and evaluates 
sources to investigate the past 
and forms opinions about sources 
used and events described. 
Understands that sources can be 
accidentally or deliberately used 
to present information in 
different ways to serve particular 
ends 

 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, their causes 
and effects, how they fit into a 
chronology, and their impact on 
the UK. 

• Research Churchill and Hitler, comparing and contrasting 
their lives. 

• Research the changing role of women throughout WW1 
and 2. 

• Research the holocaust in order to form an opinion using 
a range of sources. 

 
 

 

 

• Research significant individuals (Churchill, Hitler etc.) 

• Investigate the impact of WW2 on modern day 
 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, diversity, equality, society, community, 
leadership, democracy, rule of law, investigate moral and 
ethical issues, individual liberty, mutual respect  

Big Question: How did WWII affect the world? What were 
the follies of mankind in this historical period? What would 
be the impact on the world if the outcome had been 
different? Could this have been prevented? 

Substantive Concepts: weapon, army, border, conflict, 
country, enemy, freedom, military, nation, nationality, navy, 
peace, politics, power, Prime Minister, Public, war, 

learned about the 
continents, focusing on 
Europe, Asia, North and 
South America. 
Previously studied the 
structure of the Roman 
Empire and British 
Empire. Place WW2 in 
context of 
French/German 
overseas territories to 
explain why it was a 
‘world’ war. 
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population, society, security, survival, liberation, change, 
trade, tyrant, tyranny, empire, dictator, dictatorship  

Substantive knowledge:  

The start and end dates for WWI and WWII. 

The names of the leaders who were on the Allies side and 
the names of the leaders who were on the Axis side. 

The food that was rationed and the reason why.  

The key events that led to the wars. 

The role of the home front.  

The significance of the Holocaust.  
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 Natural 
Disasters 

L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presents information in the most 
appropriate way and makes 
accurate use of specific dates and 
terms. 

 

 

Makes sophisticated use of 
timelines to understand change, 
development, movements. 
Can reference key specific 
periods in history. 

 

Understands, with reference to 
reliable evidence, societal and 
cultural diversity, impact of 
significant events on change over 
time. 
Makes own comments on links 
and the reasons for links 
between different periods, places 
and people. 

Carefully selects and evaluates 
sources to investigate the past 
and forms opinions about sources 

• Explain understanding of Natural Disaster events in a 
variety of ways. 

• Present ideas in detail as part of a project to research 
significant natural disasters (Pompeii and Reykjavik to find 
out about volcanoes (geography link), Fukushima and 
Boxing Day tsunami to find out about tsunamis and 
earthquakes (geography link)) 

 
 
 

• Use timelines to place natural disasters on timelines, 
making references to periods already studied. 

 

 
 

• Research key events (Boxing Day tsunami) using primary 
and secondary sources, evaluating them in detail to form 
opinions.  

 
 

 

 

• Understands causes and effects of natural disasters. 

History (Y4 Spr) – 
Previously children 
have studied the 
Romans and Pompeii as 
a source of Roman 
information but have 
not focused on the 
human lives lost. 

History (Yr 6 Aut) - 
Children have placed 
events from 5000BC – 
modern. Previously 
children have focused 
on the Victorians. They 
have used secondary 
and primary sources to 
find information and 
evaluate trends 
through time. 
Previously evaluated 
the impact of previous 
civilisations on the UK. 
They have evaluated 
bias in sources, 
identified cause and 
effect and can suggest 
their own links 
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L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

used and events described. 
Understands that sources can be 
accidentally or deliberately used 
to present information in 
different ways to serve particular 
ends 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, their causes 
and effects, how they fit into a 
chronology, and their impact on 
the UK. 

• Understands effects of some natural disasters on the 
UK (Reykjavik volcanic eruptions) 

 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding, society, community, investigate moral and 
ethical issues  

Big Question: How does the historical era impact the 
prevention methods and outcomes? How did the Pompeii 
disaster benefit historians today? 

Substantive Concepts: suffering, causes, society, cause and 
consequence, migration 

 

between periods of 
history. 

Children have only 
briefly studied modern 
history with simple 
timelines in KS1 so it is 
important to give an 
overview of events 
between the end of 
WW2 and the modern 
period. 

 Reforming 
Britain 

L.O: to communicate 
historically  
 
 
 
L.O: to understand 
chronology  
 
 
 
 

Presents information in the most 
appropriate way and makes 
accurate use of specific dates and 
terms. 

Makes sophisticated use of 
timelines to understand change, 
development, movements. 
Can reference key specific 
periods in history. 

 

• Explain understanding of the periods studied in a variety 
of ways 

• Present ideas in detail 
 
 

• Use timelines to contextualize events studied, making 
links to the Victorians and WW2 in terms of societal 
change and culture.  

 
 
 
 
 

History (Yr2 Aut) – 
Previously studied the 
life of Nelson Mandela 
and his impact in terms 
of creating change. 

History (Yr 6 Spr) - 
Children have placed 
events from 5000BC – 
modern. Previously 
children have focused 
on the WW2 and 
events from 2000 to 
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L.O: to investigate 
and interpret the 
past 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.O: to build an 
overview of world 
history 
 

Understands, with reference to 
reliable evidence, societal and 
cultural diversity, impact of 
significant events on change over 
time. 
Makes own comments on links 
and the reasons for links 
between different periods, places 
and people. 

Carefully selects and evaluates 
sources to investigate the past 
and forms opinions about sources 
used and events described. 
Understands that sources can be 
accidentally or deliberately used 
to present information in 
different ways to serve particular 
ends 

Knows about the key 
characteristics, people, places 
and events studied, their causes 
and effects, how they fit into a 
chronology, and their impact on 
the UK. 

 

• Research the life of women/men/children before and 
after the creation of the welfare state 

• Research and compare society in pre- and post-war 
Britain using a range of sources, evaluating the impact of 
the war. 

• Research the Windrush movement and the modern 
refugee crisis in detail using a range of sources. Evaluate 
the effects of both on modern Britain. 

• Researches the BLM movement and protests, making 
links to changes across time and evaluating accidental or 
deliberate use of information to serve particular ends. 
Link this with social media and the impact of social media 
on organising protests/mass gatherings and affecting 
change. 

 

 

Research significant individuals (Elizabeth Fry, Charles 
Darwin link to science, and founders of movements) 

 

SMSC themes: enjoy learning about others and the 
surrounding world, diversity, equality, society, community, 
leadership, democracy, rule of law, investigate moral and 
ethical issues, inspirational people 

modern. They have 
used secondary and 
primary sources to find 
information and 
evaluate trends 
through time. 
Previously evaluated 
the impact of previous 
civilisations on the UK. 
They have evaluated 
bias in sources, 
identified cause and 
effect and can suggest 
their own links 
between periods of 
history. 
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Big Question: Why is there still an ongoing civil rights 
debate? What was the impact of the Suffragettes movement 
on society? What was the impact of the Windrush 
movement on society? What work is there still to be done 
with human and civil rights? 

Substantive Concepts:  society, migration, immigration, 
peace, democracy, conflict, freedom, rights, law, war, 
nationality, religion, power, population, liberation 

 

 

 

https://www.history.org.uk/primary/module/3657/primary-teaching-methods/3658/questions-and-questioning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.history.org.uk/primary/module/3657/primary-teaching-methods/3658/questions-and-questioning
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History - Vocabulary Progression List 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

calendar 
day 

decay 
event 
future 

grandparent 
great grandparent 

growth 
job 
life 

lifetime 
lives 

long ago 
memory 
month 

new 
occupation 

old 
parent 

past 
present 
recent 

remember 
role 

today 
tomorrow 

account 
ancient 
artefact 
because 
century 

date 
date order 

decade 
different 

figure 
generation 
important 

information 
living 

memory 
memories 
modern 

news 
object 

opinion 
people 
person 
recount 
related 
similar 

timeline 

achievements 
chronological 

chronology 
comparison 

detective 
duration 

era 
evidence 
experts 
explore 

historian 
impact 

investigate 
later 
letter 
line 

newspaper 
now 

period 
recently 
research 

scale 
significant 

time 
website 

A.D (Anno Domini) 
actions 
ancient  

ancestor 
archaeologist 
archaeology 

 attitudes 
B.C (Before Christ) 

B.C.E (Before 
Common Era) 

beliefs 
Bronze Age 

Buildings 
canopic jars 

C.E (The Common Era) 
change 

civilisation 
climate 
clothing 

communal 
conquest 

consequence 
density 
divided 
effects 
Egypt 

allegiance 
acoustics 

Anglo-Saxon 
architecture 
assassinated 

Aristotle 
Athena 
Athens 

Athenians 
Apollo 
armour 

Bayeux tapestry 
Bias 

cause 
conclusion 

commemorate 
constitution 

contrast 
citizens 

democracy 
dictator 

economy 
empire 

emperor 
engineering 

export 

Alliance 
civil war 

conditions 
consequences 

cultural 
democracy 

devout 
diversity 
empire 
ethnic 

ethnicity 
experience 

extent of change… 
extent of continuity…  

expedition 
exploration 
eyewitness  

flourish 
Government 

heir 
impression 
innovation 

law 
legacy 

legislation 
military 

Adolf Hitler 
allies 

Amsterdam 
Anderson 

Anne Frank 
atomic 

Battle of Britain  
Biased 

Blitz 
city-state 

codex 
Communism 
conscription 

D Day 
drafted 
enemies 
evacuee 

evacuation 
excavate 

extent of change 
extent of continuity 

extrapolate 
Germany 
Holland 

influences 
interpret 
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week 
what 
who 
year 

yesterday 

when 
where 
year 

 

Egyptians 
first-hand 

Gods 
Goddess 

historical source 
identity 

importance 
individuals 

invasion 
invention 
Iron Age 
legacy 

legends 
leisure 
media 

millennium 
motivation 

mummy 
mummification 

museum 
myth 

Neolithic 
nomadic 

oral history 
Pharaoh 

poor 
primary 

pyramids 
reason 
religion 
revolt 

friezes 
frontier 

ideas 
Greek 
import 
infer 

kingdoms 
legacy 

medieval 
Middle Ages 

migration 
Norse mythology 

occur 
occurred 

Olympic Games 
Pagan 

Paganism 
philosophy 

Plato 
pottery 

Poseidon 
range 

relevant 
reputation 
resistance 

Scandinavia 
settlers 
society 

Socrates 
Sparta 

Spartans 

 modern-day 
monarchy 
medieval 

nation 
parliament 
philosophy  

poverty 
primary evidence 

prosperity 
Raj 

rebellion 
Reformation 

reliable 
religious 

represent 
revolution 

secondary evidence 
situation 
source 

succession 
Tudors 

sporting events 
study 

to weigh up both 
sides 

turning point 
uncharted 
Victorians 
Workforce 

 

justify 
misinformation 

mistake 
Morrison 

motive 
movement 
plausible 

propaganda 
rations 

rationing 
ration card 

reference point 
reliability 

shelter 
significant 
stereotype 

support 
The Blitz 

traditional 
VE day 
view 

Winston Churchill 
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River Nile 
sarcophagus 

secondary 
second-hand 
significance 

sources 
Stone Age 

tomb 
Tutankhamun 

wealth 

Suggest 
territory 
theatre 
theme 
turmoil 
version 
Vikings 
volatile 

William the 
Conqueror 
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